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OLD  TIME  MILLI 


The  History  of  Milling  in  thl-;  Rkd  Riv 


<'hin.  S.  Dull  In  Nortliwcsl  Miller. 

VVe  lm\e  lo  no  a  loiiK  wuy  hiicU  in  tliiu-, 
compaiiitivcly  «pi<iikiiiit,  to  review  tlic  in- 
troduotioii  of  wliom  jirowing  lo  the  '•.illcy 
Ih'idH  of  llio  Ueil  Ui\er  of  lliii  North.  A 
few  word-*  on  farmhi)?  of  any  liind  iiiidor- 
takeii  on  the  haiikM  of  the    Ued   river  will 


jorlty  of  the  ntock  of  the  Hudson's  Hay 
Co.,  and  voted  hitiHelf  a  Ir.ici  of  land 
horderiiiK  on  tlie  Ked  and  AsHinllxiine 
rivers,  in  the  prcHeiit  State  of  Minnesota, 
Territory  of  Dakota.and  I'rovince  of  Man- 
ilol)a,  <  oin|)risini{  in  all  some  llli.iHNI 
N'.iuare  miles.  Lord  Selkirk  ahneil  at 
not  be  out  of  j;lfti'e  here.  Tlie  fur  traders  estHhlishin^j  a  eolony  on  tlie  hanks  of  I  lie  where  now 
of  the  Nort Invest  Fur  Co.  had  eslahlished  '  l{ed  Uiver  wliicli  would  serve  to  hreak  up  lial  siruetii 
posts  on  the  upper  Ued  river,  in  the  iieinh- '  the  fnr-tradlnp!  operations  of  the  North- 
borhood  of  the  spot  wliere  now  siands  ilie  west  loinpaiiy  as  well  as  provide  a  homo 
town  of  Grafton,  as  early  as  l.S(K),  aiul  the  for  the  evicted  Highlanders,  w  lio,  liriven 
employes  of  the  Hudson's  Hay  t'o.  soon  :  from  their  lioldliiiis  were  foreed  toemi- 
followed  them.     The  Northwest  company    grate.     Kor  several    years   after   X^Vl  sue- 

was  .'i   Canadian  roueern,    with  its   head-    cessive  parties   of    emigrants    from  Scot-      ^ 

quaiters  atMontreal,  their  means  of  trans-    lan<l  Ireland   and   Switzerland,  arrived  ut ,  ihisdlsirii 

fort  beiiijj  eonllued  to  the  liirk  canoe.  Tlie  the  roloiiy,  and  wheat  now  iieeanie  one  of  it  into  lloui 
ludson  s  Hay  Co.  supplied  its  Ited  river  theleadiiiK  i\rticles  of  production.  The  t'le  coloiiisi 
posts  fiiini  Albany  House,  on  .James'  bay,  seed  wheat  appears  to  liave  been  hioui{lit  (rkney  Ish 
thoui^li  it:f  most  important  post  was  at  out  from  I'^nKland,  and  certainly  barley  (ncofthes 
Vork  l'"ae;oi;y,  on  the  west  shore  of  Hud-    was  introduced  from  (ireal     Hrilain  at  an 

early  date  in 

rilK  IllSIOliV  OK   111):   SKTl  I.KMi.Nt, 

The  colonists  wens  all  setl led  on  the  Ked 
I{iver  immediately  to  tlie  north  of  the 
present  city  of  Wiiinipeij;,  t)ut  owinir  to 
the  scarcity  oC  provisions  fre<|iientlyiiassed 
the  winters  at  I'embina,  when  on  the 
south  side  of  ihe  I'embina  Itiver,  and  op- 
posite to  the    Northwest    Company's  post. 


einlKrants . 
turn  to  the 
whiih  Kro\ 
Hiivin;c  I 
tlvnllonjin 
turn  hack  t 
the  llour  ni 
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supplies  th 
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the  latter  place  supplied  all  Ihe 
posts  north  of  I-ake  Wi.inipeK  and  on  the 


son's  bay 
posts  not 
Saskatcliewau  rivor. 

From  t  he  old  journal  pi  a  partner  of  the 
N'orthwesl  company,  I  Ihiflthat  on  the 
17th  of  May,  ISOl,  Alexander  Henry,  the 
partner  mentioned,  proceeried  to  the  east 
side  of  Ihe  Ued  river,  opposite  the  mouth 
of  the  I'embina  river,  and  on  what  is  now 
the  site  of  .St.  Vincent,  he  planted  "thirty 


small  pouitoes,;  which  had    been  brout^ht    ''";>'  ''I"'  «Mtablislieda   fort,  or    codection 


from  the  fur  trading  post  of  the  coi-ipany 
at  I'orlaKe  la  I'rairie  on  the  Assiniljoine 
river.  Here  was  the  site  of  a  former  post 
of  the  Northwest  company  built  about 
IT'.tH  by  one  Peter  (Jrant.  On  thin  same 
day  Henry  established  Fort  I'embina, 
which  has  been   the 


(  ENtllAl,  I'OI.NT    I'OK    sirrn.HM.INT 

in  thai  locality  ever  since.    The  fort  here 


of  l()«  houses,  which  went  by  the  name  of 
Fort  Daer,  beiiiK  ealleil  so  after  i^ord  Sel- 
kirk, who  was  also  Haroii  Daer.  Trouble 
sc  in  arose  l)et  ween  the  KO\ernorof  the 
colony,  w  ho  had  been  appointed  by  Lord 
Selkirk,  and  the  otlicers  of  the  Noilhwest 
Fur  Co.  Due  act  led  to  another,  and  I  he 
result  was,  first,  that    in    ISI.I  the    North- 
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westers  induced  the  great  majorltv  of  the  2^'V"i  ," 
Selkirk  people  to  <'inigrate  to  Ipper  Can- '  "'*'  *'" 
was  situated  "on  the  north  side  of  the  ada,  and  se-ond,  in  IKK),  to  an  encounter  '^  •  \*''')'  !>' 
I'embina  river,  on  the  point  of  bind  be-  l>etween  the  rivals,  whic'i  ended  in  the  '*0O' ''ccoiik 
Iween  that  and  the  Ued  river,  about  one  ,  death  of  (!ov.  Setnple  and  1»  of  his  Selkirk 
hundred  paces  from  each."    On  the  .'trd  of    servants, while  the  Northwesters  lost  only 

one  man.  The  remaiiniiK  colonists  were 
ilr'ven  away  to  Lake  WimiipeK,  and  their 
Melds,  houses,  etc.,  nearly  all  destroyed, 
bur  Lord  Selkirk  pushed  up  from  Canaila 
with  (i  large  band  of  discharged  soldiers 
and  in  turn  drove  otl' (he  Northwesters. 
The  Hritish  governmeni  then  interfered, 
and  the  settlement  grew  and  llourishi'd, 
and  was  strengtheiie<l  by  the  coalition  of 
Ihe  fur  companies  in  Is':iil  JI. 

In  1S2()  there  was  a  great  Hood  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Ueii 
river   valley.      The    dwellings,  barns  anil  ,     ,    — 

fences  of  the  settlers,  witli  Ihe  forts  of  the  <'oiis:ructed 
Hudson's  I{a>  Co..  were  swept  away.  Lefl  ermii  pialrit 
homeless,  imd  almost,    starving,    ;h 


Ociol)er,  Henrv  look  from  his  garden 
patches  one  and  a  half  bushels  of  pota- 
toes. 

Continuously  after  X^n  <  rops  were  rais- 
ed at  I'eiidiina,  :ind  curiously  enough,  the 
next  year  Henry  gives  us  a  report  of  his 
garden  produce  that  fully  eipiais  anything 
in  I  he  crop  report  line  that  emanates  from 
the  imaginative  brain  of  a  Dakota  editor. 
On  the  2iitli  of  October,  IS112,  he  wroii'.  "I 
look  in  my  p  >l aloes,  12U  bushels,  the 
produci-  of  seven  bushels,  exclusive  of 
Ihe  (lUintily  we  have  eaten  since  our 
arrival,  (from  Lake  Superior  ai  the 
yearly  gathering  of  the  tradersi,  and 
what    the  Indians     iiiusi      have      stolen 


in  t  Ixiok  pi! 
thuyear  bef 
ed  ,)\  rtii  . 
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which  niusi   beat  hmst  2(K)  buihels  more,  tiers  were  driven  to  despair.and  when  the 

I    measured    the     circumference    of    an  waters  subsided,  in  tin-   middle    ot     luiie 

onion,    which    was    22    inches.    A  carrot  the  majority  of  them,  including  marlv  all 

was  l.s  inches  long  and  at  Ihe  thick  enil  it  Ihe    He    .Meurous    and    Swiss,  derided  10 


measured  11  inches  in  circumference. 
A  turnip,  with  its  leaves,  weighed  2.'i  lbs." 
etc. 

rhi  next  list  of  his  vegetables  given 
was  in  IHIH,  when,  in  addition  to  the 
loarse  roots,  he  had  cucumbers,  nielons, 
sfiuashes  and  Indian  corn.  This  is  the 
tirsi  mention  I  llnd  made  fii  ihe  old  re- 
cords of  any  grain,  though,  from  another 
journal,  I  liml  that  the  Ued  Uiver  Indians, 
prior  to  IHII!),  regularly  resorted  to  the 
Missouri  Uiver  to  trade  with  the  .Man- 
dans  for  torn.  In  I^IM)  oats  were  sown  iii 
I'embina 

Al'I'AKKNTl.Y  KOIl   rllK  KIIIST 'I'l  MK, 

and  the  Iiiilians  al  the  mouth  of  the  Ui-d 
Uivei  were  also  grow ing  corn,  Ihe  seed 
having  been  supplied  lolheni  the  previous 
v«.!ir.  Il  was  not  until  Ihe  year  IM12  that 
barley  jn  recuiiled  us  forming  pari  iif  a 
yearly  irop  raised  at  Ihe  permanent  posts 
of  the  fur  conipanies. 

Ill  1SI2  the  llrst  batch  of  emigrants  was 
sent  (lul  vlii  lludsons  Hay  lo  the  Ued 
Uiver  i>v  l.oril  Selkirk,  a  Scottish  noble- 
man, who  had  secured    control    of    a    ma- 


ab.indon  the  Ued  river  count  r> . 
ingly  on  the  2;!rd  of  .lunc  a  pari  v 
ing  2(2  (lersoiis  of  both  sexes  nnl 
started  for    Fori     .Snelling.     » her^ 


Accord- 
niipris- 
I  ages. 
.    after 


le 


passing  safely  thiougli  Ihelerrilory  of  II 
warlike  Siimx,  they  arri\ed  in  good  lii 
and  settled  down. 

nil;  ni:MAiMMi  i  oi.nMsis 
set  lo  work  to  rebuild  their  houses,  and 
nol  withstanding  the  lateness  of  the  sea- 
son, sowed  what  seed  wheal  they  hull 
saved  from  the  Mood,  and  later  on  reaiM^d 
a  most  bouniiful  harvest.  I'roin  That  day 
to  this  the  land  then  broken  has  been 
almost  annually  so«n  in  wheat  and  pro- 
duced luxuriant  crops  without  in  any  way, 
as  far  as  is  aiipareiil,  losing  any  uf  lis 
power. 

It  will  be  seen,  then,  that  the  set  (lenient 
began  on  the  lower  or  most  iiorlhcrlv  por- 
tion of  the  H,(|  Ui\er  Valley,  ami  II'  was 
not  until  .\  full  lialf  cenl  ui  v  lati'rth.il  miv 
"heat  was  raised  on  Ihe  landsof  .Northern 
Minnesota  and  llikola,  where,  within  a 
few  years  afler,  the  "Iron  horse"  made  its 
appearance    in    all    directions,    to  take  In 
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E  MILLING? 


;.  IN  THL-;  RjD  Rivt;H  Valley. 


k  of  the  HikIndd'h  Kay  |  eiiilKraiitH  and  Iheir  uiiuinmenU,  and  re- 
li  iiHi'lf  II  ir.K'i  (if  land  turn  to  the  want  the  wciil'.li  of  «olden|uraln 
10  Ked  and  Asuiiiiboinn  vvhiili  growN  upaflt-r  ihclr  nrrival. 
wilt  Slato  of  .MiiiiiuHiita,  lliiviii;(  followiid  the  I'ourrti-  of  vrain  cul- 
itii.and  I'rovinii' of  Man-  :  tlvnilonjiii  the  "new  northwest'  let  iiH 
i{  in  all  Honie  lll),(MMI  turn  hiK-k  to  the  dii)'H  wlien  the  noixe  of 
I.urd  Selkirk  iiiiued  at  !  the  ilour  mill  waH  Just  heard  in  the  land, 
ony  on  the  hanks  of  I  he  where  now  many  a  stately  and  suhstan- 
wouid  serve  to  hreak  up    lial  sirueiure,  euntalninx  rollers  and 


peralions  of  the  North 
well  as  provide  a  honiu 
litfhlimders,  who,  driven 
lis  were  forced  toeuii- 
ril  years  after  IslL'  sue- 
f    euMKrantH    from  Srot- 


DIllKll  MOIIKIIN  MAIMINKUY. 


om  (ireal     Ilritaiu  at  an 


supplies  the  wants  of  the  setilers.     There 
isni)  reason  todoutil  thai  the  Selkirk    set- 
ikrs,  on  llieir  arrivsl    in    the    Heil    river 
lOiintry  in  l^il-,  were  the  first   persons    in 
Switzerland,  arrived  ut ,  this  disirict  who  raised  wheat  and  Kroiind 
heat  now  heeame   one  of    iiintollour.     With  th.  oriKl^ial    parly    of 
les    of    produeiiou.    The    tie  criloiiisls  was  lironxht    out,    .>om' the 
rs  to    liave  been  lirou«lit    (rknev  Islands,  some  slone    iiand    mills, 
li,  and    certiiinly    harley    (ne  of  these  is  now  in    the    possession    of 
tie  Mnnitoha   Ilisiorical      and    Scicniiflc 
!»Kiely  in     Winnipeg.     The    mill    is    ron- 
!jru(t:'dof    two    Hal    stones,    circular  in 
siape,  ahoul  t  wo   feet    in    dianieler,    and 
tucli  nil  inch  and  a  half    thick.      Inserted 
in  the  centre  of  .-lie  is  an  iron    pin,    while 
the  other  has  a  circular  hole  cut    Ihrounh 
the    centre,    alioui    three     and      a      half 
iirlies    in      diameter,      and      crosswise, 
in  which     is    placeil     a    narrow     bar    of 
w»od,  haviiiu   n    hole    hored    llirou«ti     it 
to  admit    of      the    iron  pin  in  the  lower 
stme  passinx  throu(;h  it  so  that  the  upjn'r 
oii^will    revolve    ahout     it  as  an  axis.     A 
C..V    M".  >-.  ..V.  ..1    nil-    "'"'«'"    upritihl    handle  is    inserted  into 
Miappolnteil    l.y   Lord    [''•   "PPiT    stone  near  its  outer  edne,  and 
leers  of  the  Xoilliwest    ''.V'  >'« '"eans  ihe  stone  is  ,urned  ground, 
Willie  the    urrain  to    be    Kround  i     ■  inwly 
poired   into  the  whole  in  the  cen  i.'.  Imiii 
wliMice    ii    Krailually    works  its  ««>   uuU 
wird    lietw cell  the   stones.     Altonelher  it 
is  «  very    primitive  mill,  and  the   Hettlers 
sooi  become  dissalislied    with  it,  as  I  llnd 
in  I  book  published  in  ISltithat  lliere  waa, 
thuyear  before,  a  mill  (presumablv    work- 
e<l    )\     Ail  .1  pow«  n  used  liy    iheselllera, 
whiili  stood  Jim    about  on  the  site  where 
no»  is  the 


111'  nil:  sKrn,KMi;.\r. 
•e  all  setlleil  on  the  lied 
y  to  tlie  north  of  Ihe 
i'lnnipci^,  t'ut  owinir  to 
visions  fre<iuentlyiiassed 
I'embina,  when"  on  the 
I'eTubina  Itiver,  and  op- 
thwesl  Company's  post, 
led  a  fort,  or  collection 
ch  went  by  the  name  of 
alleil  so  after  ijOrd  Sel- 
io  Haron   Daer.    Trouble 

II  the    gOiernorof    the 
ee 
ffl 

led  to  another,  and  Ihe 
hat  ill  ISI.-i  the  North- 
lie  jj;real  majority  of  the 
•migrate  to  IpperCan- 
n  IKIO,  to  an  encounter 
1,  which  ended  in  the 
pie  and  JH  of  liis  Selkirk 
'■  Northwesters  lost  only 
iii.iiiiiiig  colonists  were 
ke  WiniiipeK,  and  llieir 
,  nearly  all  deslruyed, 
lUshcd  up  from  I'anada 
of    ilischarged    soldiers 

I  otl'ilie  Northwesters, 
iineiil  then  interfered, 
It  grew  and  llourishcd, 
nc(l  by  the  coalition  ol 
in  IsaiJI. 

<  a  great  Hood  through- 
nd  breadth  of  the  Ked 
e  dwellings,  barns  and 
rs,  with  Ihe  forts  of  the 
were  swept  aviiv.  l,cfi 
ost,    starving,    The  se 

0  despair, ami  when  the 

1  the  middle  ot  luiie, 
■111,  including  nearly  all 

and  Swiss,  derided  to 
iver  count  r).  Accord- 
if  .luiu-  a  pari  v  coiiipris- 
both  sexes  ami  nil  ages. 
.Siielliiig,  v\  her.',  after 
lugh  Ihelerritory  of  the 
y  arri\cd  in    goiid  lime 

MMi  1  iii.ii.NrsTs 
lild  their  houses,  and 
le  lateness  of  the  sea- 
weed wheal  they  hull 
id,  and  later  on  leaia^d 
nrvesl.  I'roiii  rliat  day 
then  broken  has  been 
wii  in  wheat  and  pro- 
ups  w  it  bout  ill  any  way,  j 
ireiit,    losing  any  «jf  lis  j 

lien,  that  the  settlement  J 
■  or  most  northerly  por-  j 
er  Valley,  ami  It"  was  ' 
\  cenl  uiy  lati'r  Ihil  any 

III  Ihe  landsof  .Northern  ' 
kota,    where,    within  a 

'  "iron  horse  "  made  its 
directions,    to  lake  in 


i.AmjK'sr  srKA.M  uitisr  .vii.i. 

in  northwest  Canada.  From  this  date  on 
wiuitniills  were  erected  as  the  settlement 
sprtvid  along  the  banks  of  the  Ued  and  .\m- 
siniloine  rivers.  The  ruins  of  several  of 
then;  still  stand,  as  relics  of  the  past,  with- 
in fearing  of  the  sound  of  the  steam 
whi^lles  of  larger  ro!ler  mills.  Nearly 
thirty  jears  ago  an  enterprising  miller 
consructed  a  dam  across  one  of  the  iiuni 
eroiu  prairie  coules  thai  run  into  the  Ued 
river  in  the  vicinity  of  ilie  present  city  of 
Winnipeg,  and  b>  this  means  stored  up 
sulllrient  water  lorun  a  water  p.iwergrisl 
mill  (luring  the  spring  and  early  summer 
nionfis. 

Tin  llrsi  sieain  grisi  mill  was  in  ojx'ra- 
lion  about  the  vear  Isiil,  v>hen  .\nilrew 
.McDirmo',  an  ex cniploye  of  the  lludson'a 
Ha>  ( o.,  and  for  years  one  of  the  com- 
paiiv'i.  most  active  rlvuls  in  the  local  fur 
trade,  erected  in  the  village  of  Winnilieg 
a  small  mill,  the  niai  hiiiery  of  which, 
bought  in  .New  York,  was  transported  in 
carts  from  the  tlu-ii  town  of  St.  I'aul 
to  I'ort  (iarry  at  a  cost  of  tlve  dollara 
(>er  "piece"  of  ninely  pounds  weight. 
Another  small  steam  grist  mill  wan 
ereittd  about  the  same  time,  a  mile  low- 
erjlowii  the  Ued  river.  It  vms  not  until 
I.-^Tll  that  mills  of  anv  considerable  cajia- 
cily  Mere  established  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ued  river.  In  that  years  the  Hudson  Hay 
Co.  and  II.  \\.  .Mc.Milllan  erected  large 
mills,  wliich  have  been  enlargec'  from 
lime  lo  time  since  that  date,  and  are  now 
turniigout  llour  for  exjiort.  After  the 
above  date  settlers  poured  into  the  Ued 
river  valley  in  .NHnnesola,  Dakota  ami 
ManilDbii.  necessilating  the  erection  of 
many  mills  at  all  the  principal  jsiints  of 
settlement. 


